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great undertaking in those days for a
young girl not yet 19 to set suil with a
crew of soldier seamen to go from
France to America, yet this gifl did it,
us is well attested by records not to be
disputed.

After along voyage, during which the
vessel encountered many storms, and
was blown far southward of its proper
course, it must have been almost un-
bearabile, even to the rough crew, to see
a powerful Spanish vessel bearing down
upon them just ata time when the end
of all their desires seemed almost in
sight: but to poor Pauline de la Chasie
it was like plunging into the black pit of
utter despair, The shock struck ®er
with the force of a thousand desths, and
vetshe lived. In hearts like Lers, so
long as life remuins, there "8 los
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the most precious sort and thers is
"-1i"1 which, thcugh v may not give

trength, .,L_.r.la a cournge that meets
o -:.r_\ thing with silent endurance, Pan-
line had already gooa through experi-
ences sufficient to bave broken the will
of almost pny woman; but she loved
Louis Doucet, and her love was strong
en h to bearr her up,even in
dreadful momimt when the sea was
ready allow her, and it sustained

the

1o 8w

Pavline her in thestill more trying scenes which
A Fre followeard her rescua,

eaptun | The & 1, after its victory

v | over its French immedintely put

into. Pensacola, which was then the

stronghold of the Sp
FPauline, more d
I.’-_\.' Corted to

15 in Florida.

Alphonso de Salceds, the wealthies
zony of the place, whicre she was ¢
for most tenderly by Den Alphonso's
wife, who, childless herself, felt at onea
a mother's sympathy for this fragile and

and b
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bea

tiful girl brought to her out of the
\

Iy a mont

h Parline was very
no compeltent phy-
place it wi od nursing,

as there was

and

in n tne

hoeny sy rakied by chng od by a nature possessed of great
ahott TN tal enerzy, that brought her back at
wera nearlv-all Eiliel, so it nt to safe convalescence and to full
p emoke grimed and bloody Lar gense of the terrible trial through which
themn that efeered plucaily Lay &0 ghe hind ]J.‘i":---ll, Then came the realizs-
n twenty f puil water tion of what to Ler was worse than
Paul v fa Chisies was 530 3 from | death—the fact that she had failed to

¢ rench Mobil ied to find her waiting

lover, and instead of consummating

tif her om ors rsire she had lost

vervthing hands of
her couptry's ene s, against whom
Louis Donret was prou dly bearing arms,

She found herself in a strangely ap-
where the rudest work-

spteed Tz ¢ pointed room,

yfiparition, bov- | ma n walls and foor was coutrast-
the last tervible | ed with pleces of furniture whose carv-
Lim desg His | ing and cushions attestsd the most cun-
vouthfol | ¥ 1 costly art of the old world,

upon which she lay was a

st huxpry, while the window
35 th which she I i out upon the

range or th beautiful, dredmiy bay was no mare than

Lappeal n for- | as * hole through the wall of rongh

v to the heart of | pine Evidently Don Alphonso was

h a moment than the | mmaki his life at Pensnoola one of far

11 less rdship ‘than zhit have been

s ou looked for in thet wild little village, so

on long the ren omis for corsair und buoe-

in t when all the world

; inst B - From her délicately

£ thie k- | perfumed pillow Pauline could ses somao

el e had Just | piratical looking vessels at anchor in the

buten rocting euns? Indesdd, so  harbor, and she could hear the confused

much was he affected, he started for- | notses of o bn rrison, intent upan

ward and stretched forth s | us ting some fortifications, not far

If to reach and save her

] lwasrt Fr A levrs arly trog Iv summer

" thie W sed o rich fragrance of

o I: but the beautiful -“h-‘a’"'m-1‘lffi'1-'?i»rr'!mn'
« virl, Punline da la e Awalking ns i
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v bur soon enough

possibility unh o thing rushed
vpon ber mind swith such force that with
LGN agnin intoa
At that sound
(uite past the pir
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a dark little womm

a degree the void in hor heart, it awiken-
ed to renewad Jife snd scHivity the sym-
pathies which for veuss had lain dor-
mant, and made her foel how terrible
wotld be the poor girl's sufferings in the
life which must now come to her,

“Poor little dear,” she murmured, gaz
ing balf sadly at the delicately chiseled
face and laying her hand on the vellow
brown hair. *Poor little dear, I wonder
what play of fate brought vou to this
terribie place.” Afthr a long, thoughtful
pause she added—‘‘and I wonder what
at last will become of you.," She shook
her head dolefully and covered her eyes
with the finger and thumb of one hand
as if to ehut outsome disggreeable vizion,

A heavy footiall in the udjoining room
gave warning of the approach of Don
Alphonso.

“And how fares the mermaid by this
time?”

The light voice and the stalwart gray
bearded man came through the deorway
together.

The woman put her finger on her lip
and shook her head.

Don Alphonso stalked in with that
easy and careless swagzer which in all

ages has mavked the msn w ithout a con-
scisnce.

“Beautiful as a saint,” he exclaimed,
stopping himself in the middle of the
room and locking with admiring eves
upon the girl's white face. *“Capt. (
tes isa lucky dog to capture such a priza,’

“For shame, Alphongo, for shume
whispered the Dova. “Yon will wale

| the poor child, and then your worda are

| brutal.

Dun’t speak agmin, she must

| sleep.
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Don Alphonse was not a soldier, He
was an adventurer wio had come to
Spanish Florida ostensibly as the agent
great tradi I i
but in sober fact his bosiness
ward any scheme, lawlul or
for gaining wealth, Hewasave
some man, and despite his w ickedne
l!.l.l_l l]lqll_\ ll.lltﬂ ‘lt.gl;].l ii's'] to wowe
His wife loved him passionately, bat she
bad long since discovered that her power
over him was net what it had been in
the d of her prime when she was both
beautiful and happs.

He stood quite still for some time with
his gaze fized steadily on Pauline's fa
His features relixed and their expression
sofwened. 1t had been vears since he had
looked upon the face of o young and
beautiful girl. The wvision récalled his
south and the season of careless, happy
idling in the companionship of the pure,
the beautiful and the good.

“The Holy Mother bless the poor girl”
he softly said. “‘She has found but a
poor exchange for the bottom of the sea.”

His wife looked up at him and a warm
flush stole over her prematurely with-
ered cheeks, She arose, and.going to
him, laid her hands on his strong shoul-
ders and said:

“Ay dear husband, wo must save her;
we must make her oor child.”

The man appenred to shake himself,
ns if drawing tozether lhis wits after a
fit of abstroction. IHe smiled grimly
but not without a lingering tendern
as he resp 1

“You forzet,” he said, tryingz to as-
sume the swagwer, * forget 1t
Cupt. Cortes will have something
in the r er.” With this he
und abrupidy left the roguw
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Every day the gallant yx "-"J' caplain sent @
mifsaen r
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Pauline, wh

valesee, soon guthered strengt » BiE UD
in ber bed and thvough the ample win-
dow space weh the whitecap waves
run across the beautiful litle bay A
luxurisnt r vine trained

the house let fal
and folings be
and the perfume

'.:'-'_—f.l‘.i'.".l"i' w

mter wall of
spruys of bioom

rude window ¢ l"l
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in on every
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lirht sail boat from o
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between the saor
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guire Loout her
there was an “‘ﬂ‘\l 1Y
and
[ ED
many of them new
The room was
hues and filled

S04 Cowar
with their
mweetnoes,
The dona, whose long an
s as the wife of a Spanish adven-
wt quenched her French vi-
was delizhted

Oanee,

of Cortes axe this

a reiallon UlGer B

imstzners coald pot fail to enzendesr

~rre

it & breast s0 long deprived of evervy |

| your lover is all that you say: but,

| den ¢

softer experience so dear to a true wo-
man. It was therefore a matter to start
hope in her over apprehensive breast
when the Young man, instead of assum-
ing the atiitude of a libertine, begun to
treat Pauoline with all the delicats polite
ness of a considerate and bigh mindad
gentlernan, who might become a very
gallant and by mo means unsuitable
lover. Bhe had never yet inquired into
the antecedents of Pauline, nor had she
g0 much as sought to know by what cur-
rent of destiny the unfortunate girl had
been cast 5o far away from her native
land; but it was not in the nature of
things for Pauline to keep her secret
Indeed, Dona Hortense was at once sur-
prised and dismured when the whole
truth was poured into her ear.

“Going all alone to Mobile to marry
a French soldisr!” she exclaimed when
Puuline had ¢nded her story, “Dear
child, do you dream what you were try-
ing to dof You can hiave no impression
of the misery that you have escaped by
falling into my Lands instead of into the
arms of a brutsl®

“Hushi" ssid l' ne with such com-
mand in her v that the old woman
lpoked at her and started perceptibly,
“Hush! Louls Doucet is not brutal. He
is the very noblest and best man in the
I would follow him all over the

She sank back upon her pillows pale as
a liy

with the intense
her thoughts.

and trembling
1 aroused by

—forgive me, dear,” eried
, taking IPauline in her
arms and 1 her. *1 wound mnot

waound y .thu= world, Doubtle

my child, my child, it is a dreadful h"o
Think of dear France and the jorous ex-
istence of even her working peasants,
and then I5ok at the desolation and the
despair which liover over us here!™ As
Bhe led face was pinched |

spoke her sh

| and its sallowness wias touched with a
hot, flume-like glow. *“If I could go
back—if I could go back ance mors,” she

ed,

mo: “it would be delicious to die and
be I-m‘u d beside my mother! Oh, littls
P st child—how I wish I
could save you, could bear vou back to
France”

“But T do not wish to go back to
France," Pauline interrupted. I wish
to go to Loais. 1do not care to live if 1
cannot go to hin

As i the mere sugzestion of being
taken back to Franee iven her sud-
strength, resolve and courage, Paul-
ine threw off tl s of bher companion

| and raised herself again to a sitting pos-

turoe.

“How far is it from hera to Mobils
ghe inguired, in a volce g0 changed that
the poor old woman caught breath, as if
almost suffocating, and could not answer.,
*“It eannot be far,” Pauline coatinuod,
Sand I mustgo Who can take me?"”

The donn -:lwi her nud held

) i L& pesture of supplication,

e could spe .AL she said:

Wa are at war.
nmandant here is plaa-

there,

haodds

“It is
Even now the eot
pedition to capturs Mobile

impossible.

ning an ¢3

The ¢ t for some moments gazing
thoughtfully out of the window. Pres-
ently shie turned quickly toward her
OOl

wPl i word to Capt. Cortes that
I gliould lm s (o see lim.™

d these words with the steadi-

She utten
wl decision of one who has a well
i | PUrpOLs 1N view,

The dona recoided.

10!? she exclaimed. “You
. It must not be.”
w¥ea, I wish it immediately.”
“Rut, my child”
“[ =0 no time, but go send for Capt.

;
Cortes."”

Tie old woman felt the sudden and
pFreat » in Pauline’s wner and
knew that it had a deoper H;.-mt‘ran-:r.‘

heiryer
ClLAn e

than she conld comprels end at once; but
sithoagh she mor an suspected lh.‘l:i:
mizht be the beginniug of bitter shamae
| for the girl she could not refuse to grant
her request
“Don's, don’t do this!” she urged with
a piteous weakness in ber vo “You
B¢ To0 YOl to linve any idea of the
wout to luh". Let me be

dear, dear child, and
aaful life vou would

» 10V

thedr

i with tender fi

ing Cortes at o
t is alwaye =0,” toc

vithout
wait to

rids were
not
hear the repl
but arose and
to fetch Capt.

An hu
dently not

4;&
-_—rﬂ_u...l wasshnwn
nod before
andscme, h
clear eves fixed

He st

a soundiess
motion for
lie designated

iner of one

hat was upon herr

wiaen oo Calng

nement of pisfortane ~t‘:f--n: 1=t ae- |
knowledze Lis inabiiity to aid her as sha |

desired.

“] should be glad and proud todo
what you ask,” be said with asort of
soldierly bluntness in his voice and man-
ner, “but it is uvtterly impessible. The
French do not respect us, nor we them,
Thera can be no exchavge of courtesies
between us; 80 you see how my hunds
are tied in the matter.”

Pauline clssped her hands and great
tears dropped down her cheeks. Cortes
saw her bitter disappointment with a
sensa of something like contempt for
himsaelf on account of Lis powerless con-
dition.

“Believe me, madimoiselle,” he ex-
clained with sudden fervor, “I would |
gladly give you my life to serve you
even in the least degree,

“1 believe you, sir, and I thank youn
from the bottom of my heart. You are
nobly genercus. But i3 there indeed no
way?
the acceptance of this life now afforded
to me?"

Something in her tone and mamner
sent a shock through the voung man's
bregst. Within the past few minutes
tiere had come upon him the sweet, rich

loss. Before him sat the fairest and love-
liest apparition that had ever blessed his
vision,
fountains of spring to flowing—the song
and the bloom to gushing. The old, old
story of the sudden coming of passion
and the sudden realization of its hope-

the soft pulsesof the sub-tropic breeze.
He bowel :.i,w'l ead antil his dark fore-
hexd touched the plume of his hat which
rested on bis knee. For one moment he
| gave way to salii 5, and the thought
swept through his mind thas he might
bave his own way with fate,
] am sorry to have pained you,” said
Pauline presently. “l owe my life to
| you and I fearthat I have
| grateful. Proy forgive me.”

Her words sounded to hima like the ra-
buke of an angel. He looked up and
said, as if in self defense:

“You owe me nothing but execration.
1t was I who sunk the vessel which was
bearing you to vour lovar, It was I
who deprived you of more than life.
Oli! Mademoiselle, mademoiselle™— Ha
checked himself with great effort and

rj'«in;: stood before her quite calm but |

pale, bis eyes burning almost fiercely,
his sunburnt chesks showing the lines of
suppressed but almost overpowering emo-
ticon,

“You did but your duty, I have thought
all about it," she said, “and 1 do nbot
blawe you forit; but I am no prisoner
of war, being nothing but a poor girl
whom fate has cast into your hands;
wherefora it seems to me thatl you mighs
l&t me go in all honor.™

“I would not hold vou one moment,™
he exclaimed quickiy. “You are as free
as I am; but there is no possible way for
vou 1o pass from her to Mobile. The
thought is utterly untenable—the thing
is impossibie and not to be dreamed of.”

No interview ever was more depressing
and unsatisfnctory to the parties holding
it. Pauline felt that it ended all hope,
at least for the present, amd she lay upon
her couch disheartened und purposeless,
Cortes went away thoroughly wretched
and at war with himself, He was in love
his warm, arrogant Span-
broken the bounds at onca

with Pauline
ish nature hx
and now there was no limit tothe passion
Lt passe: ssed him: b his chivalrous
sense nor, thoush overwhelmed, woa
immos The impression haunted lim
that, for the reason that Panline was in
his power, he ougiit to free her, and be-
canse of his love for her he ought to re-
stare her 1o her lover, It was well to
hari , but what lover
conld act upoa them?

Doys and wesks poessed by, during
hich Cartes brooded over the sitoation,
Now and again he resolved that be would
attempt to send Pauline to Mobile by some

g
Ui

1[._!].'_'.

wor these gentiments

methed, but as often he remembered
his duty =s a scldier. The French at
Mobile were the very incarnation of all

that was hated by the Spaniards at Pen-
sacola, and to do aoy kind act for one of
them Was ropuy it 1o every pulssin a
trus Spanizh soldier's veins, Doubtless
the young captawn’s passion for his fair
capuve
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